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Meromieh.

An old man and an old woman, refugees, expelled or displaced... it does not matter

What matters is that they are two Palestinians waiting to return to the homes which they were expelled
from in 1948.

Here they are, dreaming of that day, thinking about their right to return to their homes. Sometimes they
wait, other times they lose hope... but they keep on waiting...

The nostalgia boils in their hearts just like the Meramieh “Sage” boils on fire. The scent of Meramieh
carries them to the homeland... where they lived.

They recall personal stories which are still rooted in their memory...

They take us in a journey travelling in their memories to go back in time to that historical era, to live with
them their innocent childhood, which was ruined by the Nakba “The Catastrophe of 1948".

Dramaturgy and Directed by: Mirna Sakhleh Funded by: The Danish House in Palestine
Actors: Special Thanks:

Faten Khoury . Al-Rowat for Studies & Research

Nicola Zreineh . Badil - Resource Center for Palestinian Residency
Lighting design and Technical director: & Refugee Rights
Issam Rishmawi . Journalist Khader Barham
Costumes selection: Haneen Zawahreh . Mrs. Maha Saca — The Palestinian Heritage
Production Management: George Matar Center
Produced by: Selected Music for the play:
Marina Barham — Al-Harah Theater 2017 . Folkloric music/ El-Funoun Palestinian Popular
Based on the book: Living Memories*Testimonies Dance Troupe
of Palestinians’ displacement in 1948" . Lefi Mahramtek/ Sanaa Moussa
Compiled and Edited by: Dr. Faiha Abdulhadi . Hala la la lia/ Rim Banna
Translated to English by: Eid Batarseh . Fairouziat

About the Project:

In 2017, Al-Rowat for Studies & Research published the book “Living Memories”- in partnership with
The Danish House in Palestine - as the first fruit of the project “Testimonies of Palestinians’ displacement
in 1948". The project aims to preserve Palestinian memory by gathering oral interviews from Palestinian
men and women narrators with tenacious memories who were displaced in 1948 to elsewhere in
Palestine (the West Bank, Gaza, or the 1948 areas) and the Diaspora (Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt and Chile).
The stories cover events in a number of Palestinian villages, towns and refugee camps.

The six interviews published in this book are only a small selection from the collection of interviews
documented by RSR. To date RSR has collected 114 oral accounts (with 61women and 53 men) in audio
and video files.

The Play “Meramieh” was created as a piece of Verbatim Theater (a form of Documentary Theater)
aspiring to contribute to the enrichment of the Palestinian narrative. It is rooted in the belief that when
Palestinians narrate their own stories, they take part in the writing and reclaiming their own history.

The play is based on the six testimonies published in the book “Living Memories” which features the
following narrators:

Amin Mohammad Abd Al- Mu'ti (Abu Arab), Hamdi Mohammad Matar Al-Khateeb (Hamdi Matar),
Rasheedeh Hassan Mohammad Fdeilat, Firyal Hanna Abu Awad, Labeebeh Rasheed Abdul Rahman Isa,
Mohammad Ahmad Hussein Al-Qadi (Abu Naser)

The director of the play Mirna Sakhleh edited the text of “Meramieh” through combining and integrating
these testimonies, to focus on a particular historical era which is the Catastrophe of 1948 (the Nakba)
and what accompanies it of harsh and cruel human experiences which those Palestinian refugees went
through, as well as these human stories which intersect with the experiences of other refugees in the
world until this day.
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Al-Harah Theater

Our Vision:

A free Palestinian society that uses culture and arts
to consolidate the concept of citizenship, freedom of
expression and mutual respect.

Our Mission:

Al Harah Theater is a non-profit organization founded
in 2005, based in Beit Jala - Palestine. It aims at
raising awareness, creating positive change in the
society, enhancing the cultural level and artistic taste of
people and delivering the Palestinian voice through the
production and distribution of theater work at a high
artistic level to all members of the Palestinian, Arab and
international societies in general, children and youth in
particular. In addition to training and capacity building of
young theater cadres and developing partnerships with
local, Arab and international organizations and networks.

Our Goals & Objectives:

. To raise the cultural and artistic awareness to bring
about positive change in the Palestinian society.

. To enhance the role of the Palestinian theater in
highlighting social and political issues, locally, in the
Arab World and internationally.

. To develop the Palestinian theater.

. To deepen partnerships locally, in the Arab world and
internationally.

. Toensure the continuity of the work of the organization.

Al-Harah Theater reached about 200,310 males and
248,000 females since its establishment. Al-Harah
currently has 8 full time employees and 7 freelancers.

Al-Harah opened in 2014 the first Performing Arts
Training Center in Palestine for six technical fields in Light,
Sound, Costume, Scenography design and making, stage
management and managing artistic projects. In 2016,
25 students graduated from the center and started their
professional career in the performing arts fields.

Al-Harah believes that Performing Arts for children and
young people to voice their opinions, thoughts, worries,
ideas, plans, dreams..etc, it is a way of resistance to the
Israeli occupation. Through our drama and theater training
programs we help children and young people overcome
trauma that they go through because of the violence they
live under occupation.

Performing Arts is an alternative tool to redirect the energy
of young people in an innovative and creative way, it is
a safe alternative to conservatism and fundamentalism
which improving the quality of life.
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Telefax: +970-2-2767758 | Mobile: +970-592767758
E-mail: info@alharah.org | Website: www.alharah.org
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